Eskimo Boy Today is a long-overdue book on the present-day life of Eskimo children in Alaska. It was worth waiting for! It is a superb description -in words and pictures -of the day-to-day life of an Eskimo boy.
Most of us, young and old alike, are fascinated by Eskimos but have the notion that Eskimo children still live the way their ancestors did many generations ago. This misconception is dispelled in this book, but without losing any of the charm, simplicity and human warmth we have learned to associate with Eskimos. Indeed, the pleasure of Eskimo childhood shines through. The photographs and text blend perfectly in describing Eskimo life. The text is forthright and easy to read, without "talking down" to children. The photographs, which take up most of the book, make the text come alive. Virtually every aspect of Eskimo life is shown, from school rooms to games to life at home. Most important, the book bridges the gap between the primitive way of life most of us associate with Eskimos and life as it really is in modern day Alaska.
Eskimo Boy Today is the sort of book children look for when they have to write essays about present-day Eskimo life, and it is as much fun for adults as it is for children. The book is clearly a work of love. The photographs are superb in their portrayal of every aspect of life of an Eskimo boy. How delightful to see Eskimo children playing games, learning in the classroom, visiting the doctor, waiting for father to come home from work, or exploring the mysteries of the land around them! The text provides meaning and continuity to the photographs, and contains fascinating bits of information, such as the languages Eskimos speak, and even the con- The book has a format (29 cm. high by 36 cm. wide x 1.5 cm. thick) that is well suited to the illustrations, but is awkward for shelving. It will probably be shelved flat with atlases and therefore may receive less use than it deserves.
Glacler Ice is highly recommended for anyone who needs or likes pictures of snow, ice and mountains, and should inspire an interest in glaciology among people of all ages and interests. Specialists will find in it excellent illustrations of almost every aspect of glaciers, but may be frustrated by the absence of references to the literature. Lektor Gad is to be commended not only for his ambitious undertaking but for the happy result as evidenced in the first volume. We lack a comprehensive history of Greenland (not only in English, but in Danish as well). This series promises to help fill the need admirably.
Recent archaeological studies of the wanderings of aborigines across northern North America and finally to Greenland have been dealt with skilfully in this book, although Gad admits that he is not an expert in the field. The early part of the book is, in fact, the pre-history of Greenland -a synthesis of the current status of aboriginal and Norse archaeological research in Greenland.
The remainder of the book uses evidence from published and archival sources to bring us to 1700. Gad has done a thorough job in this section where he is on more familiar ground than in the eras of prehistory. The book resulted from solid, penetrating research. It is well documented, although less so than the Danish original where notes and references, as well as indexes of place names, people, and subjects are more extensive. Perhaps, as the author stated, thorough documentation of the English edition by nonEnglish references would have little use. Anyone unable to read the Danish edition would not be able to handle the references. The 680 footnotes of the Danish original are reduced to 184 in the English translation. All are found lumped together in an inconvenient mass at the back of the book. One must point out in this regard that the footnote numbers in Chapters 5 and 8 are mostly incorrect (especially in Chapter 5 where they are displaced by one number) and require correction.
As with the footnotes, the extent of the index has been reduced in the English translation. The 29 pages of indexes (persons, places, and subjects) of the Danish edition become a combined index of 9 pages in the English translation. Clearly, the index of the translation is neither as extensive nor as useful as that of the Danish original. The English index is lacking specifically in the "subject" category and, for use in research, we can only hope that this will be remedied in future volumes.
